THE HON NATASHA MACLAREN-JONES MLC

(1) That this House notes that Fams is the peak body representing non-government
organisations delivering child protection early intervention and prevention services in New
South Wales.

(2) That this House acknowledges that Fams held a parliamentary briefing to share evidence on
the value of investing in early intervention and prevention.

(3) That this House acknowledges that:

a) Fams’ future focused analysis of existing economic models clearly demonstrates
that earlier investment leads to significantly improved outcomes for children,
families, and communities, while also avoiding long-term costs,

b) The majority of child protection expenditure is allocated to crisis and statutory
responses, rather than early intervention and prevention, and

c) Early intervention and prevention services currently make up only a small
proportion of the overall child protection budget.

(4) That this House further notes that modelling indicates that every $1 invested in early
intervention can generate up to $2.97 in total social and economic benefits through stronger
investment in family strengthening, counselling, supported playgroups, parenting
programs, mentoring & peer support, and skills and knowledge, and that strategic early
investment reduces demand for high-cost interventions.

(5) That this House acknowledges that further and sustained investment is required in Early
Intervention and Prevention to improve outcomes for children and families.

(6) That this House commends the work of Susan Watson, CEO, and the staff at Fams for their
significant contribution to strengthening the child protection system through sector
leadership, policy advocacy, and the promotion of evidence-based early intervention and
prevention services.
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